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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
132nd Report — Veterinary Practice Bill 2021 — Tabling 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [2.24 pm]: I am directed to present for tabling the 132nd report 
of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review titled Veterinary Practice Bill 2021. 
[See paper 419.] 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: The report that I have just tabled advises the house of the committee’s findings and 
recommendations regarding the Veterinary Practice Bill 2021. The Veterinary Surgeons Act 1960 currently 
regulates veterinary practice in Western Australia, but in 2006, the Council of Australian Governments’ Primary 
Industries Ministerial Council endorsed a proposed model for the national recognition of veterinary registration. 
The Veterinary Practice Bill 2021 reflects the Agreement Relating to Mutual Recognition entered into in 1992 
between the commonwealth and all states and territories and the proposed model endorsed by the ministerial council 
in 2006. It introduces the recognition of the registration of veterinarians in other Australian jurisdictions. The bill 
will enable an interstate veterinarian who holds primary registration in another Australian jurisdiction to practise 
in Western Australia, subject to the same conditions, restrictions or limitations that apply to their primary registration. 
After three months, the veterinarian must apply for Western Australian registration. 
Key features of the bill include: formalising a process for identifying and dealing with veterinarians suffering an 
impairment separate from the current practice of dealing with it as a complaint or unprofessional conduct matter; 
allowing non-veterinarians to own and operate veterinary practices, provided a registered veterinarian makes 
decisions relating to veterinary treatment and care; establishing a new veterinary practice board of Western Australia 
to replace the current Veterinary Surgeons’ Board; returning to the new board the power to deal with minor 
disciplinary matters which it had previously held but which have resided with the State Administrative Tribunal 
since 2005; and increasing board membership from five to eight, including a consumer representative, a legal 
practitioner and a veterinary nurse for balance. 
The Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review has identified several clauses in the bill that 
impact the sovereignty and lawmaking powers of the Western Australian Parliament. The committee has drawn these 
clauses to the Legislative Council’s attention for consideration during debate on the bill. 
I commend the report to the house. 
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